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Michael Goodwin is the author of Valley Forge, Valley Forge, a 
nonfiction book on the Vietnam War relating the story of the death 
of Goodwin’s brother and how Frank Castle became the Punisher. 
Now, Goodwin wants to go back to the start, so he ‘found the 
surviving members of the first platoon assigned to Lt. Castle. 


x He had no combat experience when he took command, and his troop 

ç was meglected, tired, and disillusioned. But Castle started 

winning them over when he requested an airstrike, lying about 
the reason for it, to protect his men. 


What the members of Castle's platoon didn't know was the other 
side of the story, which Goodwin found from other sources. Ly was 
5) a sniper, highly valued Бү Senior Colonel Letrong Giap for her 
intelligence and skill, but she took her work personally. When 
i a broad-shouldered Marine in her sight called in an airstrike, 
1 killing her comrades, she vowed to remember him. 
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HE LIVES IN SAIGON. HE’S QUITE А CHARACTER. 
OR HO CHI MINH CITY, INCREDIBLY INTELLIGENT, YOU JUST 
I SHOULD SAY. HAVE TO LISTEN TO HIM SPEAK AND 
YOU KNOW YOU'RE IN THE PRESENCE OF 
A BRILLIANT MAN. BUT THERE'S A... 


KIND OF SADNESS ABOUT НМ. 


I ACTUALLY MET 
HIM SOME TIME AGO, 
АТ A CONFERENCE AT THE 
SMITHSONIAN. HE SAID 
SOMETHING 
OLD WOUNDS 
IT'S REALLY 
ME THINKING ABOUT 
MY FIRST BOOK. 


=== 


АН, YES, ACTUALLY. 
HE LIKES AMERICA, LIKES 
AMERICANS. HE’S BEEN 
HERE QUITE A BIT. 


HE TOLD ME-- 


IF YOU ARE AMERICAN, YOU WILL 
UNDERSTAND THE NOTION OF LOVE | 
OF COUNTRY. OF FIGHTING TO DEFEND 
ONE’S HOME: OF THE DETERMINATION 
THAT YOUR NATION SHOULD BE 
FREE, AS YOU UNDERSTAND 
THAT CONCEPT. 


FOR US, IN OUR 
LITTLE STRETCH 
OF WHAT YOU CALL 
SOUTHEAST 
ASIA. 


WHICH IS NOT TO SAY THERE ISN’T ANGER 
TOWARD AMERICANS IN VIETNAMESE SOCIETY. 
THEY STILL LOSE A FEW PEOPLE EVERY 
YEAR TO UNEXPLODED BOMBS. 


AND SOME OF 
THE BIRTH DEFECTS, 
IN KIDS WHOSE PARENTS 
OR GRANDPARENTS WERE 
EXPOSED TO DEFOLIANTS... 
I COULD SHOW YOU 
PICTURES, BUT THEY'D TURN 
YOUR STOMACH... 


BUT, TO THE VIETNAMESE, THE 
VIETNAM WAR IS THE ONE THEY FOUGHT 
AGAINST THE FRENCH--FOR FREEDOM FROM THE 


COLONIAL POWER. FIGHTING US, AS TRAUMATIC AS 
IT WAS, WAS THE AMERICAN WAR: JUST A LAST 
À BIT OF BUSINESS TO TAKE CARE OF BEFORE 
THEY COULD REUNIFY THE COUNTRY. 


BUT I'M 
GETTING OFF THE 
POINT. GIAP. 


I WANTED TO SPEAK = 
TO SOMEONE FROM HIS SIDE WASN'T 
BECAUSE, TO ME, THE WAR IN WHICH EXPECTING WAS ANOTHER, 
FRANK CASTLE KILLED FOR THE FIRST SMALLER DRAMA INSIDE THE BIG 
TIME HAS TO ВЕ EXPLAINED. YOU HAVE TO ONE. WHICH CASTLE WAS INTIMATELY 
UNDERSTAND WHY THESE TWO ARMIES, INVOLVED IN: WHICH ФАР RELATED 
THESE TWO PEOPLES, COME TO THIS TO ME, ALTHOUGH HE DIDN'T 
PLACE AND TRY TO DESTROY KNOW THE AMERICAN 


EACH OTHER. SIDE OF IT. THAT, OF COURSE, 
За IS WHERE ГМ НОРМЕ 
_ YOU COME IN. 


"LETRONG GIAP, AS FAR AS I CAN TELL, 
15 THE LAST SURVIVING SENIOR N.V.A. 
OFFICER WHO WAS PRESENT AT 
THE BATTLE OF KHE SANH. 


"WHICH, FOR YOU GENTLEMEN, 
I THINK, BEGAN ON JANUARY 
TWENTY-FIRST, NINETEEN 
SIXTY-EIGHT=" 


SOME А 

TIME IN THE w 

WEE SMALL | ZERO-ZERO 
HOURS... | THIRTY. 


EXACTLY. 


OKAY, BE ADVISED: 
АМ N.V.A. OFFICER GAVE 
HIMSELF UP AT THE MAIN 
BASE THIS А.М.. SAID WE'RE 
GOING TO BE HIT TONIGHT. 
IN STRENGTH. 


THAT'S US, EIGHT 
EIGHTY-ONE AND KHE SANH 
ITSELF. INTELLIGENCE HAS A 
GOOD DIVISION OUT THERE WITH 
TWO MORE STANDING BY TO 
COME RUNNINS-SO YOU CAN 
BE SURE WE'RE TREATING 
THIS ONE AS REAL. 


ЭМЕ 


2: Ма Deuce 


EVERY TEN METERS WEST 
OF THE M.G. EMPLACEMENT, 

OUT TO ONE-FIFTY. ALL 
STOOD-TO. 


YOUR 
PLATOON IS? 


KEEP ‘ЕМ ТНАТ WAY. 
I KNOW WE’RE SPREAD THIN, 
BUT...WELL, THERE IT IS. 


ОН, AND LIEUTENANT? IF YOU OBSERVE ANY 
FLASHES OF LIGHT THAT CAUSE YOU TO CALL IN 
AIR OR ARTY-BE SURE TO WRITE THEM UP AS 
MOONLIGHT ON METAL OR GLASS. 


SUNLIGHT 
WON'T CUT IT 
TONIGHT. 


REMEMBER 
THAT, CAPTAIN. 


ШІ THERE'D BEEN А FEW RAISED 5 
EYEBROWS OVER CHU BAI. 


“МОТ THAT ANYONE WAS ARGUING WITH FOUR 
GOOK K.A., BUT SOME PEOPLE WERE PISSED ОМ 
GENERAL PRINCIPLE. THIS BUTTERBAR CALLS IN AN 
AIRSTRIKE, HIS VERY FIRST DAY IN THE BUSH?” 


THE SKIPPER, 
THOUGH...I THINK 
HE WAS A MAN 
WITH AN EYE FOR 
TALENT. HOW DID THE 
REST OF YOU FEEL 


ON THAT SCORE? 


WELL, THE STRIKE 
SAVED US SOME HURT, 
WE DEFINITELY GAVE HIM 
POINTS FOR THAT. AND 
WATCHING HIM OVER THE NEXT 
FEW DAYS WE COULD SEE HE 
WAS WILLING TO LISTEN AND 
LEARN: NONE OF THE 
QUESTIONS HE ASKED 
WERE DUMB ONES. 
BUT... 
STILL WE WERE 
WONDERING... 
БЕРЕДІ WOULD НЕ 
ВЕ БЕРЕДІ WHEN IT CAME 
TO THE SHIT?” 


А 2 
NĄ 
ERGEANT. HOLD YOUR 
ТЕ 


YOU'RE GLUED TO WHAT'S 
IN FRONT OF YOU. THIS TINY 
WORLD THAT'S CLOSED IN 

AROUND YOU. 


NOTHING 
PENETRATES 
AT ALL. 


MY ABIDING MEMORY OF 
COMBAT IS THE 'SIXTY BANGING 
AWAY IN MY SHOULDER, AND 
GLEED BESIDE ME GIGGLING 
HIS HEAD OFF... 


USUALLY HE 
WAS COMPLETELY SANE. 
SHOOTING STARTED? KID 
WITH FIREWORKS. 


I DON’T MEAN 
HE LIKED KILLING. 
AND HE NEVER, NEVER 
MESSED UP WITH 
THE BELT. 


"Т WAS JUST HIS RESPONSE 
TO BEING IN AN INSANE PLACE, 
DOING INSANE THINGS. 


"AND WHY THE HELL NOT, 
IF IT GOT HIM THROUGH?" 


THAT’S RIGHT. YOU SEE, YOU HAVE YOUR HANDS FULL 
WITH YOUR OWN LITTLE SLICE OF THAT INSANITY. 
THAT'S WHY SO MUCH OF IT GETS BY YOU. 


INCLUDING 
THE THINGS 
YOU'RE EXPECTED 
TO REMEMBER 
AFTER. 


YES, AH, YOU 
SAID YOU THOUGHT 
I WAS HOPING FOR 
DETAILS...? 


LIKE THE FIRST 
MAN FRANK CASTLE 
EVER KILLED. 


"I DOUBT HE WOULD HAVE SEEN ANYTHING MORE THAN A 
BLACK SHAPE IN HIS SIGHT PICTURE. I DON’T EVEN KNOW IF 
HE HIT WHAT HE AIMED АТ, FIRST TIME HE DREW A BEAD. 


"YOU WANT ТО КМО! 


WHAT SHOULD 
МЕ DO, BROTHER 
COLONEL? 


WE PLANNED: ORDERS 
WERE GIVEN. THE ATTACK 
WILL BE WHAT IT WILL BE, 
BROTHER CUONG. 


AND OF 
FATE. 


SO THE OUTCOME 
IS IN THE HANDS OF 
OUR GLORIOUS 
FIGHTERS? 


WE HAVE 
ALREADY DONE 
ALL THAT IS 
POSSIBLE. 


THE TIME TO. 
POSTPONE WOULD HAVE BEEN 
EARLIER TODAY. WHEN THE AMERICANS 
STUMBLED ONTO ONE OF OUR UNITS 
IN ITS STAGING AREA. 


SOME OF US 
COUNSELED CAUTION. 
ALTERATIONS TO THE BATTLE 
PLAN. THERE HAVE BEEN OTHER 
SIGNS THAT OUR ASSAULT MIGHT 
NOT ACHIEVE COMPLETE 
SURPRISE. 


NOW, 
REGARDLESS, THE 
DRAMA MUST PLAY OUT 
TO ITS END. 


BROTHER 
COLONEL, WHY 
DID_YOU SEND 
FOR ME? 


BROTHER CUONG, I'VE 
FORGOTTEN MY MAP CASE. 
I KNOW IT’S SOME DISTANCE 
TO OUR CAMP, BUT WOULD 

YOU OBLIGE ME BY 
FETCHING IT? 


IMMEDIATELY, BROTHER 
COLONEL! 


WHY 15 
SUCH А MAN YOUR 
ADJUTANT? 


HE HAS 
MANY GOOD 
QUALITIES. 


WHAT'S 
SHE DOING 
HERE--? 


UNFAILINGLY 
LOYAL. VERY EAGER 
TO PLEASE. 


ESPECIALLY 
HIS FATHER, THE 
GENERAL. 
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WAIT А 
MINUTE, DID YOU 
TELL НМ TO- 


THIS WILL BE 
A LONG BATTLE IN 
А LONG WAR, 


AND TALENT IS 
A SHAMEFUL THING 
TO WASTE. 


THERE’S NOTHING WRONG 
WITH IT AT ALL. THAT DOCTOR 


IS A FOOL. 


MERELY 
CAUTIOUS. HE 
KNOWS THAT 
BURNS CAN 
FESTER. 


THAT'S 
EXACTLY WHAT 
HE SAID... 


go 


YOUR HUNGER FOR THE FRAY 
IS MORE THAN UNDERSTANDABLE. 
THE WRONG YOU SUFFERED 
WAS IMMENSE. 


BUT CONSIDER THIS: 
OUR COUNTRY IS AT WAR WITH 
THE MOST POWERFUL WAR MACHINE 
ON EARTH. WE MUST HUSBAND OUR 
RESOURCES, IN ORDER TO TAKE 
FULL ADVANTAGE 
OF THEM. 


INTELLIGENCE (6 A RESOURCE. 
LEADERSHIP IS A RESOURCE. YOU 
POSSESS BOTH QUALITIES IN 
ABUNDANCE. 


I AM TRYING ТО 
SHOW YOU HOW YOU CAN DO 
THE MOST GOOD FOR OUR CAUSE: 
MORE, MUCH MORE, THAN BY 
EXPENDING YOURSELF IN SOME 
DREADFUL QUEST FOR 
VENGEANCE. 


YOU 
WANT TO KILL 
AMERICANS? 


IT FELT LIKE WE CHOPPED 
‘EM UP ALL NIGHT. 1 DON'T KNOW 
HOW LONG IT WAS IN REALITY, 
BUT WITH US AND THE OTHER 
PLATOONS ALL FIRING... 


GET UP! - 
COME ON! @ 


Г” GET UP! 


E 


THEY MUST HAVE HAD 
A HUNDRED KILLED BEFORE 
THEY EVEN REACHED THE 
WIRE. EASY. 


THEY RAN RIGHT ONTO THE 
CLAYMORES, THE SARGE HAD ME 
CALLING IN ARTILLERY “TIL IT GOT 

DOWN TO DANGER CLOSE... 


AL 


WE GOTTA 
KICK ‘EM OUT! 

WE GOT NOWHERE 
ELSE TO GO BUT 
THIS HILL! 


FIX 
BAYONETS/ 


AND THAT 
15 NOT AN ORDER 
YOU EVER EXPECT 
TO HEAR. 


BUT THAT 
WAS THE THING. HE 
HAD THE INSTINCT 
FOR IT. 


"THE REST OF US KNEW HOW TO SURVIVE, BUT AT THE END 
OF THE DAY WE WERE CIVILIANS IN UNIFORM. A BUNCH OF 
CONSCRIPTS, GETTING SHORT, WAITING TO GO HOME-WHICH 
WE KNEW WED DO WITHOUT A BACKWARD GLANCE. 


EE 


"HED BEEN IN-COUNTRY FOR A WEEK, 1 5 
BUT НЕ JUST KNEW WITHOUT HAVING ТО 
BE TOLD. HIM AND DRYDEN. = / 


"THERE WAS ONLY 
ONE ANSWER TO THIS. 


x 


“52-02 


6% 


“aw “еч... 


СОМЕ ОМ, 
MOTHERFUCKERS/ 
GET SOME! 


"AND МОТ JUST VIOLENCE. 
THAT'S TOO SIMPLE A WORD, 
IT DOESN'T COVER IT. 


"THIS WAS SOMETHING 
ELSE, THIS WAS FORGETTING 
EVERYTHING YOU'D EVER BEEN 

TAUGHT ABOUT THE VERY 

IDEA OF CIVILIZATION. 
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IF THAT 
THING WASN'T 
DAMAGED... 


IF THEY 
COULD GET IT 
WORKING... 


"JUST THE THOUGHT 
OF IT TURNED YOUR 
BLOOD TO WET SHIT.” 


GODDAMMIT, 
DON'T JUST LEAVE 
THE MAN/ 
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AN ва 
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OPEN FIRE. 


DROP AS 
MANY OF THEM 
AS YOU CAN. 


"AFTERWARDS?” Ç 


"YOU TELL YOURSELF - a Я 
THE TRUTHS THAT FEEL "BUT YOUR CONSCIENCE 8 
LIKE LIES: IT WAS US OR TELLS YOU DIFFERENT, AND 


THEM, THEY'D'VE DONE A PART OF YOU WILL NEVER 
THE SAME, EVERY DEAD ті Ad 
GOOK MEANS ONE LESS ВЕ THE SAME: 

SHOOTING AT US... 


I JUST 
REALIZED WE’RE ALL 
STILL HERE. 


7 ТНЕ 
WHOLE PLATOON. 
WE MADE IT. 
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“OKAY TO PRINT. 


